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Principal’s 
Message

Vanessa DeMars, Principal

As Principal of Arbor Ridge K-8 School, I welcome you to spend 

some time getting to know what makes our school the fantastic place 

it is! Arbor Ridge prides itself on demonstrating and documenting the 

importance of community involvement, and how it benefits not only 

our students and staff members, but our school as a whole. While 

Arbor Ridge is consistently known for our excellence in academics, 

we are also known for our amazing relationships and involvement in 

the five key areas of the Five Star award: business partnerships, 

family involvement, volunteers, student community service, and our 

School Advisory Council. Our phenomenal staff all work tirelessly to 

uphold the standards that produce top-notch, successful students, 

and we are so proud of all that is accomplished within the walls of 

Arbor Ridge K-8 School!



Faculty & Staff

2017-2018 Arbor Ridge Faculty and Staff



Second grade teacher Mrs. Amanda Ferguson completed her 12th

year of teaching during the 2017-2018 school year. Mrs. Ferguson is 
Arbor Ridge’s Partners in Education Coordinator, Five Star 

Coordinator, Co-Advisor/Co-Founder of Club S.E.R.V.E., and the 
Fundraising Chair for the Arbor Ridge PTSA. While she loves 

teaching and watching young minds grow and learn each year, she 
also loves being involved with the school in different ways. Mrs. 

Ferguson’s true passion is helping students learn that being a good 
person and helping others is one of the best things you can do with 
your life. She loves seeing students do their part to make the world 
a better place, and she truly enjoys working with students to come 

up with ideas on how this can be accomplished.



Mrs. Gabby Lazaro is Support Person of the Year 
for her diligent hard work, amazing attitude, and 
dedication to our school. Mrs. Lazaro serves as 
one of Arbor Ridge’s wonderful custodians and 

works tirelessly to keep our school looking 
beautiful every day. Mrs. Lazaro has been working 
at OCPS for 22 years, all 22 years having been at 
Arbor Ridge! She says her favorite part about her 
job is the staff and the children; she loves when 

they arrive and tell her good morning with a 
smile! Ms. Lazaro loves Arbor Ridge and is very 

happy at our school!



School Demographics

Arbor Ridge School K-8 began in 1989 and is working on yet another year of academic 

excellence! We are an A school with amazing students and a wonderful staff who are all well 

respected in the OCPS family. Arbor Ridge is a Five Star school, a Golden School Award 

winner, a Silver School Award winner, a Magnet School of America, a Florida 

Department of Education School of Excellence, an OCPS School of Innovation, as well 

as a Red Ribbon Certified School. We have approximately 756 students, Pre-K - 8th, and to 

say our students are some of the best and brightest in the nation is not an exaggeration!

ARS is an ESE cluster school, and we are home to 138 spectacular ESE students, ranging 

from Pre-K to 8th grade. We also have approximately 77 Gifted students, as well as 84 LY/LF 

students.

ARS is also a 6th – 8th grade magnet school, which creates a small learning environment 

for these students. We are fortunate to have approximately 250 amazing middle school 

students within this program!

Known as a phenomenal school within a spectacular school district, Arbor Ridge goes above 

and beyond to achieve the OCPS goals: to have an intense focus on student achievement, 

have a high-performing, dedicated team, and to provide a safe learning environment with 

efficient operations and sustained community engagement!

Arbor Ridge School… ever growing, ever changing!



Partners in Education

Family Involvement

School Volunteers

Student Community Service

School Advisory Council (SAC)

Community
Involvement Opportunities

Within the Five Star School portfolio 
look for opportunities you a can participate in, such as:



The Partners in Education program links 
businesses and organizations with schools to 

share resources, both in people and materials. 
Each flourishes from the support and 

prosperity of the other. 



Register to Be a Partner in Education 

• Partnerships are built on 
mutually beneficial activities 
with school needs and 
business resources as the 
focus.

• Partnering is Easy!

• Register online:  
volunteer.ocps.net 

• Click on “Get Involved”

• Search for an Opportunity

• Look for Arbor Ridge K-8 and 
sign-up for “Become a 
Partner in Education” 
opportunity.



Our Partners in Education

Thank you to our Partners in Education! 

That’s the 

Spot 

Massage



Partners in Education
School improvement plan receives business partner input

Amy Lester, owner of

That’s the Spot Massage,

an Arbor Ridge Partner in Education

gave her valuable input in the 

2017-2018 School improvement Plan.

Pictured left, with Tammy Carver, Arbor 

Ridge’s CRT and SAC member, at the 

March 14th meeting. A mid-year review 

of the SIP was discussed.



Business partners who donate their resources

Spirit Nights!

Barnes & Noble 

donated books, 

supplies, and 

their time!

Above: Little Greek Fresh 

Grill donated salads to our 

8th Grade Etiquette 

Experience.

Right: Hope Lutheran 

Church grilled out for their 

Welcome Back to School 

luncheon for teachers.



Business partners who donate their resources

Top and Bottom: Norm from Horace 

Mann treats teachers to lunches and 

prizes.

Top: PIEs donate prizes for teacher incentives (That’s 

the Spot Massage, Panda Express, and Hampton Inn 

and Suites). Bottom: Rudy from Kona Ice treats 

teachers to shaved ice after school.

Top: Panda Express provides cookie 

coupon bags. Bottom: That’s the Spot 

Massage beautifies the school by planting 

flowers.

Top: Jody’s Frozen Delights donated partial 

proceeds from her ice cream truck back to 

Arbor Ridge. Bottom: Chick-fil-A donated free 

meal vouchers for our Students of the Week.



Business partners who donate their resources

Above: Toojay’s and Jeremiah’s at Trunk or Treat

Below: BrookSound Productions and Kona Ice at Trunk or Treat

Pastor Paul from Hope 

Lutheran telling about being a 

Pastor during Teach In.

Marlene from Holistic Scents 

teaching about essential oils 

during Teach In.



Business partners who donate their resources
TEACHER 

APPRECIATION 

WEEK!

Top Row, L to R:

Jamba Juice donated 

smoothies for breakfast on 

Friday; Panera donated 

assorted baked goods  for 

breakfast on Wednesday; 

Amy Lester from That’s the 

Spot Massage donated her 

time to serve teachers; and 

Olive Garden donated lunch 

on Wednesday.

Bottom Row, L to R:

Norm from Horace Mann 

served a taco bar on 

Monday; Hope Lutheran 

Church grilled for us on 

Tuesday; and Hampton Inn 

and Suites set up a Belgian 

Waffle bar for us on Tuesday.



Partnership Coordinator
Amanda Ferguson serves as Arbor Ridge’s Partner 

in Education Coordinator for the 2017-2018 
school year. This is Mrs. Ferguson’s second year in 

the position, last year having been awarded the 
title of “Partner in Education Coordinator of the 
Year” for the East Learning Community. It was 

Mrs. Ferguson’s goal to increase the number of 
partners this year, and she did just that: Arbor 

Ridge went from 13 active PIEs to 23 active PIEs! 
Mrs. Ferguson loves working with local businesses 

to form a relationship and find opportunities to 
work together for the betterment of our school.

Amanda.Ferguson@ocps.net



PARTNERS IN EDUCATION ORIENTATION & TRAINING

Our Partners in Education were invited 

to a training by our PIE Coordinator. 

During the training on August 29, 2017, 

the partners were able to ask questions 

about being a PIE, they discussed 

different opportunities in which the 

partners could participate, and were 

given hands on training with the 

volunteer system, Samaritan. If partners 

were unable to attend, training was 

offered one-on-one at the partner’s 

convenience.

Partners being trained at the PIE Orientation on August 29, 2018.

Orientation invitation sent to all PIEs.



COORDINATOR & SCHOOL STAFF TRAINED

ON EFFECTIVE USE OF SERVICES BY BUSINESS PARTNERS

PIE Coordinator, Amanda Ferguson, 

was re-trained for her position in the 

summer of 2017.

On August 23, 2017, Mrs. Ferguson 

gave a training to the Arbor Ridge 

staff on the effective use of services 

by business partners.

Arbor Ridge staff being trained by PIE Coordinator.



Business Partner Recognition

Thank You 
to Our 

Partners in Education!

From left to right, clockwise: Certificates of 

participation, our PIE brag board, thank 

you notes, goodie bags at trainings, signed 

photos and posters from the students, 

marquee shout outs



Business Partner Recognition

Thank You 
to Our 

Partners in Education!

Invitation that went out to all Partners.

Partners were invited to a thank you 

breakfast on May 2, 2018 where they were 

treated to a delicious breakfast provided 

by Arbor Ridge staff, shown a slideshow of 

thank you videos from the students and 

teachers, and given certificates and 

posters as a token of appreciation.



Family 
Involvement

Our Parent
Organization

Arbor Ridge PTSA Events and Opportunities Throughout the Year:

Book Barn

Mother/Son Social

Daddy/Daughter Dance

Teacher Grants

Fundraising
Snow Cone Fridays

Spirit SticksSpirit Nights

Reflections 

Contest
Family Fun Night

Elementary Honor 

Roll

Teacher Appreciation

Parent Technology Night



Family 
Involvement

Our Parent
Organization

The 2017-2018 Arbor Ridge 

PTSA Executive Board

President 

Carrie Meyer

1st Vice-President 

Jacquelyn Vaughan

2nd Vice-President

Tonja Doering

3rd Vice-President

Denise Roberts

Recording Secretary

Jen Simon

Corresponding Secretary 

Kimberly McCabe

Treasurer

Cherese Fussner



Family 
Involvement

Our Parent
Organization

Above: On campus advertising for 

PTSA membership. Below: The 

September 2017 PTSA meeting.

The PTSA membership letter that is sent to all 

families at the beginning of the school year.



Family Involvement
Education Opportunities 
Are Offered 
To Families

Parent Technology Night

On October 3, 2017, parents and families were given the 

opportunity to come to campus to get trained on all of the 

technology that is used on our campus. Parent training 

focused on how to use ProgressBook, how to find the 

library resource tools, LaunchPad, Canvas, and more!



Family Involvement
Families Participate in
Focus and Discussion
Groups

During the week of October 23rd – 27th, 2017, families were encouraged to 

participate in Red Ribbon Week, from discussions at home about drug 

prevention, to celebrations of being drug free at school.

Families of Arbor Ridge ESE students being relocated to 

Riverdale for the 18-19 school year were invited to a 

family focus group to get their questions answered and 

to meet the Riverdale administration.

On May 3, 2018, 

Arbor Ridge 

hosted a forum for 

the parents and 

families to come 

meet the 

candidates for the 

OCPS School 

board District 1 

position.

Left: The flyer

Right: The forum



Family Involvement
Joint Parent and 
Student Training

Above: Marquee advertising 

Literacy Night.

Below: Flyer sent home to invite 

families to Literacy Night.

Families participate in Literacy Night

Above: Flyer sent home to invite 

families to STEAM Night.

Left top: Families enjoying the 

“Up, Up, and Away show by 

Mad Science.

Left Bottom: Families 

participating in one of the 

science stations.



Family Involvement
Family Outreach 
Programs

Barnes & Noble 

Book Fair

Skate Night

Junior’s Pizza Spirit 

Night

5th

Grade 

Car 

Wash

Chuck E. Cheese 

Spirit Night



Family Involvement
More than 60% of Our Families 
Participate in Families 
Involvement Activities

50% - Family Fun Night

45% - Thanksgiving Food Drive 100% - Jump Rope 

for Heart

80% - Boosterthon Fun Run



Family Involvement
Communication
Techniques with
Families by Teachers 
and School Staff

Stay informed!
 Check out our website daily

 Opt in for the Principal’s 

Connect Orange messages

 Subscribe to our PTSA      

eBlast newsletter

 Read grade-level/teacher 

newsletters

 Check your child’s Student 

Planner daily

 Read our school marquee for 

quick updates

Phone calls 

and 

Connect 

Orange 

messages

Arbor Ridge website



Family Involvement

We strive to make every family feel 
welcome at our school from the 

moment they step on our campus! 

Guests are greeted with a smile by Mrs. Objio, our front 

desk and attendance clerk!



Family Involvement
School Provides Parents
Policies and Best
Practice 
Information

School 

provides 

parents 

policies and 

best practice 

information.



ADDitions school volunteers are extra-special people who are committed 

to making schools the best they can be. They offer special attention and 
caring that can inspire students to reach for, and realize their dreams. 

School volunteers work at the schools of their choice and participate in 

activities that match their interests. 

Be a school volunteer at Arbor Ridge and help make students' dreams come true! 



Register to be an

 Volunteering is Easy! Register online:  volunteer.ocps.net
 Click on “Volunteer Now”
 Search for an Opportunity
 Look for Arbor Ridge and sign-up for “Become an ADDitions School Volunteer” opportunity.





Volunteer of 

the Year: 

Jillian Carver

Jillian Carver is a senior at the University of Central Florida, majoring in English with both a 

creative and technical writing track. Jillian is a former Arbor Ridge Student, having completed 

the Magnet Program. She loves to write and wants to share her passion with others. 

Volunteering in the Creative Writing class at Arbor Ridge has afforded Jillian the opportunity to 

mentor young writers. She looks forward to guiding students’ creative process every week, 

and providing feedback on their work. “Jillian has been a terrific asset to our Creative Writing 

class this year. The students were especially fascinated with her knowledge of script writing, 

since that is the direction that several of them are interested in taking as a possible career. 

She has added quite a spark of fun to our Free Write Fridays!” says Mrs. Buford, who teaches 

the Creative Writing class.



Mary Ellen Jackson is one of Arbor Ridge 

School’s ADDitions Coordinators, as well as 

our Guidance Counselor. Mrs. Jackson has 

been the ADDitions Coordinator since 2014, 

and a Guidance Counselor since 2003. She 

enjoys working with the volunteers at Arbor 

Ridge because our volunteers are amazing, 

always going above and beyond, and there 

are so many of them! Our volunteers 

consistently make our school a better place 

and they are greatly appreciated.

Mary.Jackson@ocps.net

Jennifer Objio is one of Arbor Ridge 

School’s ADDitions Coordinators, as well as 

our Front Desk and Attendance Clerk. This 

is Mrs. Objio’s first year working at Arbor 

Ridge and also her first year as an 

ADDitions Coordinator. She enjoys working 

with the volunteers at Arbor Ridge because 

she used to be one! She knows how 

important volunteers are to the success of 

our school, and she wants Arbor Ridge to be 

a place they enjoy coming year after year!

Jennifer.Objio@ocps.net



School Staff Trained 
on Effective Use of 
School Volunteers

ADDitions Coordinator, Mary Ellen Jackson, 

was re-trained for her position in the summer 

of 2017.

On August 23, 2017, Mrs. Jackson gave a 

training to the Arbor Ridge staff on the 

effective use of school volunteers.



Student Enrollment: 756

Volunteer Hours: 3831.61
as of May 15, 2018

Total Number of
Volunteer Hours

Snow Cone Friday Club S.E.R.V.E volunteers Middle School breakfasts Family Fun Night Class parties



Teach In volunteers at Arbor 

Ridge on November 15, 2018.



Above: A Field Day volunteer 

assisting in an event.

Above: A parent volunteering as a 

chaperone on a field trip. Below: Volunteers 

decorating for Teacher Appreciation Week.

Parent volunteers at the 

December Barnes & Noble 

Book Fair.

Above: Volunteers helping to serve 

during Teacher Appreciation Week

Volunteers helping 

to decorate for 

Teacher 

Appreciation Week



School Volunteer 
Recognition

Pictures from the ADDitions

thank you breakfast held on 

May 2, 2018.



Student 
Community
Service

Students at Arbor Ridge K-8 School 

are learning how to give back based on 

the needs of, and for the betterment of, 

our community!



Student 
Community
Service

Arbor Ridge Middle School 

students organized a hurricane 

relief collection for victims of 

Hurricanes Irma and Maria. The 

whole school participated!

Arbor Ridge’s 

collections 

went toward 

making these 

baskets!



Student 
Community
Service

National Junior Honor Society

NJHS Morning Tutoring

NJHS Volunteering at athletic 

banquets.

NJHS 

organizing 

and running 

various 

candy gram 

sales 

throughout 

the year.

NJHS student counting bills and coins turned 

in for the Pennies for Patients campaign.



Student 
Community
Service

Club S.E.R.V.E.
Club S.E.R.V.E. sponsored the school-wide supply 

drive for The Haven.

Club S.E.R.V.E. 

donated their time to 

gift wrap items at the 

December Barnes 

and Noble book fair.

Top left: The 

supplies as they 

were collected.

Top right: The 

flyer to advertise 

the supply drive.

Bottom: Club 

S.E.R.V.E. 

members on the 

morning 

announcements, 

advertising the 

drive.

Left and Above: Club 

S.E.R.V.E. members 

volunteering to cut words to 

use at Literacy Night.

Left and Above: Club S.E.R.V.E. 

members creating “Change for 

Change” buckets to raise money to 

donate to the Save the Vaquita fund.

Left: Club 

members made 

Halloween candy 

grams for the 

patients at Arnold 

Palmer.



School Advisory Council

2017 - 2018 SAC Activities:

*School Improvement Plan

*Curriculum Purchasing

*Share Table Initiative

*AdvancED surveys

*Allocation of spending funds



School Advisory Council
Meet Our Members

Chair: Amy Lester

Vice-Chair: Cara Eule

Secretary: Jacquelyn Vaughan

Members:

Joon Chae

Jackie Karastamtis

Jaimee Hawthorne

Cheri Swain

Collen Cino

Alejandra Brinzo

Vanessa DeMars

Gretchen Rodriguez

Jonie Glaude

Dilcia Nunez



The School Improvement Plan was first presented 

to the school community on November 8, 2017, 

after public notice was given to all stakeholders. 

There was a Mid-Year review of the SIP on 

March 14, 2018 as well. 

School Advisory Council
School Improvement Plan Annual Presentation

November 8th

SAC meeting 

where members 

and the 

community were 

first presented 

with the SIP 

Plan.

School website advertising annual presentation of 

School Improvement Plan to our school community.



School Advisory Council
Ongoing Training and/or Skill Development of SAC Members

The SAC committee developed into 

an informed partnership of parents, 

community members, and staff this 

year by presenting SIP goals at the 

beginning of the school year and 

reviewing its progress in the middle 

of the school year. Getting to meet 

with administration to discuss the 

current developments in the school 

in a timely manner each month 

equips this team of school 

representatives to provide more 

information to other parents as well 

as valued input to administration.

Amanda Ferguson, 

member of Arbor 

Ridge’s DPLC 

team, training SAC 

members on close 

reading strategies, 

which is this year’s 

district initiative.

Principal Vanessa 

DeMars training 

SAC members on 

how the 2018-2019 

school budget is 

distributed.



School Advisory Council
New Idea Implemented in 2017-2018

Last school year, Arbor Ridge’s new idea for the 2017-2018 school year was to improve 

community involvement with our school by increasing partnership with businesses and 

companies in the Arbor Ridge/Orlando area by 20%. Because of these growing 

partnerships, we knew student achievement would increase.

We had 13 Partners in Education for the 2016-2017 year, and we increased it to 23 

Partners this year. This is a 76.9% increase. These new partnerships brought increased 

student achievement, both academically and behaviorally.

LEFT: New 

PIE, Horace 

Mann, donated 

three bikes as 

prizes for 

attendance and 

behavior.

LEFT: New 

PIE, Toojay’s, 

donated 

certificates for 

Students of 

the Month.

LEFT: New 

PIE, Hampton 

Inn, donated 

free breakfast 

prizes for 

academic 

success.



School Advisory Council
2018-2019 New Idea: Real World Experiences

Arbor Ridge’s new idea for the 2018-2019 school 

year is to include our Partners in Education to 

include more “real world” experiences into our 

curriculum.

This year, Partner in Education, Hampton Inn and 

Suites East Orlando/UCF Area, provided our 6th

grade students with a job shadowing opportunity. 

Students created their own resume, and Hampton 

Inn employees came to Arbor Ridge to interview 

the students. Students who were “hired” got to 

attend a Job Shadow Day at the hotel, and the 

reactions to the experience were priceless.

As part of our 2018-2019 New Idea, we’d like to 

increase the number of local businesses who 

work with Arbor Ridge for these “real world” 

experiences from one this year to three next 

year.

Arbor Ridge 6th

graders Job 

Shadowing at 

Hampton Inn.



School Advisory Council
Needs Assessment Data

The School Advisory Council 

used data from last year’s 

AdvancEd Survey to make 

decisions and changes for the 

2017-2018 school year.

The data results came in, and 

on April 18, 2018, SAC 

discussed what improvements 

could be made to the school 

based on the feedback.SAC member breakout session to discuss 

different areas of the survey results and 

brainstorm action that can be taken to 

acknowledge and improve results. Breakout 

groups then reported back to the whole group.

The AdvancED survey link was sent out to all parents and 

staff, who filled out the survey on their own time. Students 

were given class time to fill out the survey as well.

SAC members discuss the results of the 2017-2018 

AdvancED survey at the April 18, 2018 SAC meeting.



School Advisory Council
School Staff and SAC Members Trained on Collaborative 
Partnering and Shared Decision-Making

SAC discussed SAC By-Laws during 

their first meeting in September. Their 

official refresher Robert’s Rules of Order 

training by Amy Lester took place at their 

May 9, 2018 meeting (pictured).

This information was communicated with the staff 

throughout the year at weekly grade-level meetings. 

Pictured above: A second grade grade-level 

meeting. Teachers being trained on collaborative 

partnering and shared decision-making by Vanessa 

DeMars.



Five Star School Portfolio Created by Amanda Ferguson
(Amanda.Ferguson@ocps.net)

Graphics provided by Kim Boulnois, OCPS Graphic Artist

Arbor Ridge School 
K-8

2900 Logandale Drive
Orlando, FL 32817

407-672-3110

Contact us to participate in our 
community involvement 

programs

Thank you for previewing our 
Five Star school portfolio!


